Neonatal outcomes and quality of care in level II perinatal centers supported by a children's hospital-medical school level III program.
Eight Level II perinatal centers developed contracts with the children's hospital to provide consultative neonatal patient care, education, and administrative support. The purpose of the present study was to evaluate infant outcomes and quality of care during a 3-year period of the program, 1994 to 1996. Neonatal mortality rates were determined for the 18,703 live births. Quality of care was assessed for 30 infants who died at the Level II centers and 315 infants transferred to the children's hospital. The neonatal mortality rate was 2.2/1000 live births. Quality-of-care issues primarily involved 80 "drop-in" deliveries </=32 weeks' gestation and seven-term infants with perinatal asphyxia. Enhanced neonatal care at the Level II special care nurseries was evident from procedures performed and the clinical course of 1382 infants not transferred. Further improvement is possible with comprehensive prenatal care avoiding deliveries <32 weeks' gestation and improved response to acute intrapartum emergencies.